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Two major systems of government emerged in Hausaland in the pre-colonial period. They are as follows
i. The Sarauta system
ii.  The Emirate system.
The Sarauta System
This system of government was also known as the kingship system in Hausaland. This was the traditional system of government in Hausaland before the outbreak of the Uthman Dan Fodio jihad of 1804. This system of government was under the administration of the Habe Rulers with the title Sarkin. The system collapsed as a result of the outbreak of the Fulani jihad led by Uthman Dan Fodio.
The Emirate System
This system of government was highly centralised. The success of the Fulani jihad resulted in the emergence of the emirate system of government in Hausaland in 1805. It was a system of government headed by an Emir whowas both a religious and a political leader, One of the outcomes of the Fulani jihad, also known as the Sokoto Jihad, was the emergence of a theocratic form of government in Hausaland. Theocracy is a form of government ruled by divine laws. The jihad brought about the Sokoto Caliphate which was administered in accordance with Islamic principles and traditions. The Sokoto Caliphate was highly centralised and hierarchical. It comprised the supreme headquarters, district and village administration.
The Sokoto Caliphate was divided into two, namely:
i. Eastern Part: It had its headquarters in Sokoto with Sultan as the Caliph.
ii. Western Part: It had its headquarters in Gwandu and was headed by an Emir.
All other Hausa states were headed by Emirs who were accountable to the either the Sultan of Sokoto or the Emir of Gwandu. Aside the Emirs, there were other hierarchical officials who worked with the Emirs in the administration of the states. The most important ones were:
1. Waziri: He was the head of all officials in the emirate.
2. Galadima: He was in charge of the capital.
3. Dogari: He was the head of the police.
4. Alkali Judges: They administered laws in the emirate.

The Political Organisation of Kanem-Bornu
The political organisation of Kanem-Borno was centralised and hierarchical. Kanem-Bornu had two dynasties, namely: 
1. Seifawa Dynasty: It was headed by a Mai. It was the longest dynasty in West Africa which lasted for about 1000 years. The dynasty collapsed in the 19th century. 
2. Shehu Dynasty: It was headed by a Shehu. The dynasty emerged in the 19th century following the assistance El-Kanemi gave to the Mai duringthe Fulani invasion. He later toppled the government which sought his assistance. Having taken over the government, he took the title Shehu, which means religious and political leadership; hence, the emergence of the Shehu dynasty in Kanem-Bornu.
